2) BIBLE 
SOCIETY 


MOLLE IE 2 4 

This German lass, brought up in Nazi days, examines her first Bible. 
She well might have quoted from Job, ‘‘I had heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee” 


Philadelphia Does It Again 


Tt was when a mother in Philadelphia in 1942 called the Society's Office there about her Marine 

son in Guadalcanal, who had written suggesting that they read the same Scripture passages daily, 

that Worldwide Bible Reading was born. Now in Philadelphia two new developments of the 
Annual Observance have been launched with promise 


BY JAMES V. GLAYPOOL 


ye Central Branch of the YMCA in Philadelphia 
Ti: never a dull place. But it took an added life and 
hustle last fall till it fairly buzzed with expectation 
and excitement. The reason: three men had put their 
heads together to make the “Y” the city’s center for 
celebrating Worldwide Bible Reading. They were 
Rev. William Powell, Executive Secretary of the 
Philadelphia Council of Churches; Dr. George G. 
Dilworth, District Secretary of the American Bible 
Society; and D. H. Fairfield, General Secretary of the 
Philadelphia YMCA. 
Their first idea proved to be the starting point of a 
development whose capacity for expansion as yet no 
one can measure. They installed in the foyer of the 


Signing the Bible Readers’ Register. Left to right: 
Charles Hafer of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin; 
Secretary Dilworth; William S. Johnson, Vice President, 
Land Title and Trust Company; Mrs. Harold Peiffer; 
Lewis M. Stevens, Secretary of the City Charter Com- 
mission; Judge Herbert E. Mullen; Rev. William 
Powell, Executive Secretary, Philadelphia Council of 
Churches; D. H. Fairfield, Secretary, Central YMCA 


Central Branch ‘“‘Y” building a handsome bootl 
in which was installed a “Book of Register,’ 
Through every available channel of communicatio1 
they invited the people of Philadelphia to sign thi 
register as a pledge to read the passages suggested fo 
each day from Thanksgiving to Christmas in th 
American Bible Society’s annual Worldwide Bibl 
Reading. 

A corps of hostesses was organized who were 01 
duty to guide the signers every day from nine in th 
morning till nine at night. 

About 10,000 people signed the Book of Register 
But this number measures only a small part of th 
enthusiastic response. Hundreds of people telephone: 
their pledges and had their names inserted in th 
register. Registration sheets were sent out to 1,35! 
churches in the Philadelphia area to be signed on th 
Sunday before Thanksgiving or later and returnes 

(Continued on page 24 


Marian Anderson, noted contralto, read the Nativity 
Story on Christmas night 
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An Eyewitness Reports 


The President of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church here records the impressions which many years, 
and especially this year, have left upon him as a member of the Advisory Council of the American Bible Society 


BeBe) 
REAL, refreshing and invigorating experience— 
\ an inspiration! 

I refer to the annual meeting of the Advisory 
sguncil of the American Bible Society held in New 
ork City, November 29-30, 1949. 

It has been my rare privilege to attend these An- 
ial Meetings of the Council during the past fifteen 
“ars, with but a few exceptions. The tide of my 
athusiasm is still rising. 

It is not an imposing assembly in numbers, for less 
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than a hundred men and women are in attendance. 
But it is impressive because of its representative 
character. The participants represent officially forty- 
seven Church bodies, the bulk of American Protes- 
tantism. Furthermore, coming to know these of- 
ficials—bishops, presidents and other executives in 
strategic positions—, one learns to respect and love 
them for their personal worth, their intelligence and 
their high Christian motivations. 

The Word of God unites. The great objective, to 


Thomas H. McDill, Rev. Gaines M. Cook, Rev. F. G. Patton, Mr. Albert McClester, Rev. Ross D. Murphy, 


on, Mr. Walter H. Temple, Bishop Kenneth G. Hamilton, Bishop F. Kenneth Pfohl, Rev. Roy S. 
taymond H. Daihl, Rev. Alfred Haapanen 


Rev. C. O. Hawley, Rev. Hessel Bouma, Rev. P. O. Bersell, Rev. Em. Poppen, Rev. W. H. 


Adolph F. Meyer. 
ev 2 Elmore Baker, Rev. T. O. Burntvedt, Rev. W.S. Rycroft, Rev. Fohn Lentz, President Daniel Burke, Mr. H. H. Cobban, Rev. 
Stuart Nye Hutchison, Rev. C. M. Videbeck, Rev. A. C. Snead. 
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place the Bible in the hand of every person in Be 
world, captures the imagination and grips the sou 
of everyone. It is a task which calls for the united 
support of all Christians. Only when we work to- 
gether can there be any hope of accomplishment. 

Some years ago the members of the Council cove- 
nanted together to strive for the achievement with- 
in five years of Church contributions to the annual 
budget of $1,123,710. It was encouraging to note 
that in the second year, 1948, these contributions 
had risen to $514,742 and that there was high hope 
that they would exceed $600,000 in 1949. A strong 
determination was voiced to continue every effort 
to reach the goal at or before the appointed time. 

In the two-day meeting the members were taken 
on a personally conducted “‘tour of the world” to 
view and appraise the work of the Society in far- 
flung fields. In this journey we witnessed romance, 
heroism and faithfulness on the part of many conse- 
crated sowers of the seed. 

The ‘‘conductors’’ were the members of the staff. 
What a staff! I know of few great organizations 
that can match it in efficiency, devotion and task 
enthusiasm. I marvel at their ability to conserve 
time and to confine themselves to essentials in their 
“high-lighted” presentations and interpretations of 
the task. 

Two men deserve a special accolade; I refer to 
the Lincolnesque Dr. Eric M. North, church states- 
man par excellence, and to Dr. Gilbert Darlington, 
minister of finance extraordinary. But all the mem- 
bers of the general staff are worthy of praise—the 
genial, dynamic Dr. Frederick W. Cropp; the in- 
cisive, practical Mr. Frank H. Mann; the direct- 
action, trenchant Dr. Robert T. ‘Taylor; the logical, 
‘““hew-to-the-line”? Dr. Francis C. Stifler; the ener- 
getic, matter-of-fact Dr. James V. Claypool; Miss 
S. R. Barrett, whose enthusiasm for the work for 
the blind is contagious; and Miss Margaret Hills, 
with her almost affectionate interest in the Society’s 
unique library. All of them also have that gift of 
God, a sense of humor, occasional flashes of which 
were quite welcome. 

A budget of $3,296,914.11 for the year 1950, of 
which $798,414 represents funds needed for the 
continuing emergency program, was endorsed and 
recommended for adoption by the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society. The great 
sources of income, in addition to the direct contribu- 
tions of the Churches, are sales of Bibles and Portions 
in the U.S.A., legacies, annuities, and donations from 
living donors, including special gifts for the postwar 
emergency work. 

If our entire Christian constituency in the U.S.A. 
could be given the panoramic view and the detailed 
insights that were given us in this meeting, there 
would be no question concerning support of the work. 
The budget would be oversubscribed and the work 
would expand still more. 
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The findings of the Advisory Council, reprinted | 
full below, in my opinion struck a new ‘hig Hage 
corporate expression of consummations devoutly 
be wished for. May they find resonance in th 
hearts of all Christians who read them! 


In a world of recurring crises and conflicting ideologi 
the Bible is God’s gift to man for light and guidance. 
offers assurance of graceful, happy and holy living bo 
to individuals and groups. It is indeed “‘the Book to Li 
By,” needed today as never before. | 

To make God’s Word available to mankind everywhe 
is the task of the Christian Church. Yet the majority 
mankind has not yet had a chance to possess the Bible a 
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Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, Executive Secretary of the Com- 
mittee of Cooperation in Latin America, addressed the 
Council luncheon on Tuesday noon 


through its pages to have knowledge of God’s Son, Je 
Christ, as Redeemer and Lord of life. There are lands 
present where distribution of the Scriptures is seriou 
hampered either by the willful choice of national lead 
or through a demand for the Scriptures which is beyo 
the present capacity of the Churches to supply. Never h 
the opportunities opening for widespread distribution 
the Scriptures been as challenging as at present. 

Doors are opening for the entrance of the Word of 
on a worldwide front. China, Japan, the Philippi 
Central America, Africa and Europe present unpr 
edented opportunities for greater Scripture distributi 
We are particularly mindful of the open door which Ja 
presents to the Christian Churches in our generation. 
challenge spoken by our representative, Dr. Eric 
North, recently returned from the Orient, that “Japa 
the largest literate, non-Christian country speaking 
same language in which foundations for Christianity n 
to be laid” is inescapable. We are determined to m 
these challenges with renewed consecration to Christ, 
Church and the Kingdom tasks. 

It is encouraging to note the extraordinary accompli 
ments of the American Bible Society in taking the Bibl 
the spiritually hungry of the world. The Advisory Cou 
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The Findings Committee at work Tuesday evening. Left 
to right: Adolph F. Meyer, Raymond M. Veh, 7. A. 


Aasgaard, Gaines M. Cook, William E. 
W. H. Fernagin 


Harrison, 
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ommends the vision, the wisdom and the energy of the 
Officers, staff and field workers of the Society in fulfilling 
ae high purposes of this organization, which has served 
» effectively for 133 years. May the blessing of God be 
oured out richly on all the efforts invested to carry the 
uth of God’s Word to every nation, race and tongue! 
The statesmanship of the Officers of the American Bible 
yociety in safeguarding the editions of Scriptures in the 
vent of world catastrophe is commendable. The readiness 
f the Society to reach into areas presently closed for Bible 
istribution, the moment that doors may open, is hearten- 
. We commend to all the supporting denominations the 
ndergirding of the Society’s efforts through constant 
wayer and enlarged giving. The great work of translation, 
sublication and distribution of the Scriptures, service to 
he blind, encouragement of Bible reading and the mul- 
iple processes by which more people are led to read the 
ible calls for the united endeavors of the denominations 
sperating through their long-proven agency—the Ameri- 
an Bible Society. 
5 Endorsements 
The Advisory Council recommends that the Churches 
officially recognize the American Bible Society as their 
agent for aiding missionaries in the translation of the 
Scriptures and for publishing, supplying for distribu- 
tion and encouraging the use of God’s Word wherever 
the Churches operate, at home or abroad. 
. The Advisory Council approves the endeavor to secure 
500,000 individual supporting members of the, Ameri- 
can Bible Society. 
§. The Advisory Council endorses the theme recommend- 
ed for the 1950 Bible reading campaign, ““The Bible—a 
Light and Guide.” 
t. The Advisory Council commends the assiduous pur- 
suance of the goals for production of the Scriptures as 
outlined by Treasurer Gilbert Darlington and urges 
the supporting denominations to help reach these goals 
by increased financial contributions to the American 
Bible Society. 
4. The Advisory Council suggests that the Council mem- 
bers urge the editors of the various publications within 
their respective denominations to place upon their 
journalistic calendar articles giving information on the 
work of the American Bible Society. 
6. The Advisory Council heartily endorses the Society’s 
program for producing the Gospel of Luke in large, 32- 
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page illustrated form, to be eventually made available 
at three cents a copy, not only in English but in Jap- 
anese, Korean, German, Chinese and other tongues; 
and furthermore, we heartily endorse publication and 
distribution of the Junior Bible Society Record. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WituraM E. Harrison, Chairman 
Raymonp M. Ven, Secretary 


Denomination Representatives 
Advent Christian Church,..... Rev. Lee Elmore Baker, D.D. 
Seventh Day Adventist........ Mr. Louis K. Dickson 
Mr. H. H. Cobban 
LAND aig TT Rey. R. 'T. McGlasson 
National Baptist Conv......... Rev. W. H. Jernagin, D.D. 
Rev. J. W. Tate 
Dr. TI’. S. Harten 

Northern Baptist Conv........Rev. Joseph C. Hazen, D.D. 
seventh Day Baptist. on... me Rev. C. Harmon Dickinson 
Southern Baptist Conv... . L. Holcomb 
Church of the Brethren........ Rev. Ross D. Murphy, D.D. 
Christian & Missionary 

Alliances, Ee ceeMens ee ntes Rev. A. C. Snead, D.D. 
Church of God, World Service. . Rev. C. W. Hatch 
Churches of God (Gen. 

EiGe@eship) i: ace heme one Rey. Raymond H. Daihl 
Congregational Christian 

CHULChy,. Se eae ot eee Mrs. Robert R. Hartley 
Pratt s Males Rev. Gaines M. Cook, D.D. 

Rev. C. O. Hawley, D.D. 

Evangelical & Reformed Ch...Dr. John Lentz 
Evangelical United Brethren 


COHUURGHIANE «cae cose tee. 3 ee Rey. Raymond M. Veh, D.D. 
Rev. D. T. Gregory, D.D. 
American vLMtheranwes. ser neta Rev. Em. Poppen, D.D. 


Augustana Evang. Lutheran. . 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran. . 


. Rev. P: O. Bersell, D:D. 
.Rev. Alfred Jensen, D.D. 
Rev. H. O. Nielson 
Evangelical Lutheran......... Rey. J. A. Aasgaard, D.D. 
Finnish Evang. Lutheran (Suomi 

SHO OEE emote Sa pitten Ee Rev. Alfred Haapanen, D.D. 
Igutiberanyhree 4, Bn tenets Dr. T. O. Burntvedt 
See Rev. Adolf F. Meyer, D.D. 

Rev. Oswald C. J. Hoffman 

ear Rev. Harold S. Miller, D.D. 
2 Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D. 
United Evang. Lutheran (Dan.).Rev. C. M. Videbeck 
General Conference of Menno- 

nite Ch. of North America...Mr. Walter H. Temple 


United Lutheran Church 


Methodist Church sce aa aoa Rev. Thomas B. Lugg, D.D. 
Rev. William E. Harrison 
Free Methodist Church....... Rev. E. B. Middleton 


Wesleyan Methodist Church. ..Rev. Roy S. Nicholson, D.D. 
Evang. Mission Covenant 


Church of Amenicain. s0.6.: Dr. Theodore W. Anderson 
Moravian Church, Northern 

Province, cher. hier. oioeine Bishop Kenneth G. Hamilton 
Moravian Church, Southern 

Brovimeerccsed sti eat feat oth 9 Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl 
Church of the Nazarene....... Dr. S. T. Ludwig 
Presbyterian Church, U.S......Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., D.D. 


Rey. John A. MacLean, D.D. 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A...Rey. Stuart Nye Hutchison, 
D.D. 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Cache eee eis. ih eaters Rev. Thomas H. McDill, D.D. 
Cumberland Presbyterian 


GTR Ob el oh Pins seen ed eae oral ra CN Rev. Blake Warren 


Christian Reformed Church. .. . Rev. Hessel Bouma 
Reformed Church in America... Rev. Harold W. Schenck, D.D. 


Representatives of the following denominations were pre- 
vented from attending: 
Evangelical Congregational Church 
Mennonite Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
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Japan’s Great Need—the Bible : 


The Report of the Societys Senior General Secretary on his return from a recent visit to Japan and 
a Challenge calling for prompt and generous response to an unparalleled Kingdom Opportunity 


BY ERT CoMaN @ Rape 


ostwar Japan sets before the Christian world, and 
Pine Bible Societies in particular, one of the most 
urgent opportunities for influencing the life of an en- 
tire nation that they have ever faced. Some hint of 
this is given in the conversation of General Mac- 
Arthur reported on page 24. Let us look at it some- 
what more fully. 
Japan has been open to the Western world a little 
less than a hundred years. In this period she has made 


The fapan Bible House is the nearer of the two large 
buildings in the background 


tremendous efforts to adapt her life to the modern 
world, although Christianity had a great opportunity 
in the earlier years and many valiant missionaries 
poured out their lives in service. The extent of mis- 
sionary work was never sufficient really to seize the 
opportunity. The struggle of the nation to meet the 
pressure of its large population upon the relatively 
meagre economic resources of the Islands eventually 
led to the adoption of a policy of imperialistic con- 
quest fostered, no doubt, by a warlike tradition with- 
in the nation itself and by the example of other lead- 
ing nations of the world. This effort reached its ter- 
rible climax in the war with China and then with the 
Allied Nations, which ended in disaster in 1945, 
Now, with her industry partly destroyed and the 
export of the goods necessary to pay for food which 
she must import very difficult, there is hardly a family 
in Japan whose livelihood is not uncertain and pre- 
carious. Her national pride has been bitterly hum- 
bled and much of the leadership of the nation, espe- 
cially the militaristic leadership, has been discredited. 
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Three Hopeful Factors 

Thus the situation would make for utter chaos an 
despair, if it were not for certain hopeful factors. Th 
first of these is the quality of the Japanese peopl 
themselves, with their industriousness, their patience 
their standards of domestic neighborliness and a hig 
degree of scientific business ability which they have 
developed. 

The second factor has been the nature of the mili 
tary “Occupation” in Japan under the leadership 0 
General MacArthur and sustained by the characte 
of the American soldier. When the Army entered Ja 
pan the population, conscious that their enemies wer 
at hand and fed with anti-American propaganda, ex 
pected every sort of rough, violent and cruel treat 
ment; yet, to their astonishment, the American 
came—to be sure, as firm governors—but neverthe 
less as decent, considerate human beings, such as w 
know our American men and boys to be. When th 
Japanese found American soldiers insisting that wom 
en and children should have a chance to get on th 
crowded street cars first, and were jolly with th 
lively Japanese children, and that the Occupatio 
was being designed not to destroy but to reconstruct 
there was a great relief that turned fear into a desir 
for friendship and emulation. Some of the teaching: 
of the Bible were demonstrated by this experience 0 
a national scale. 

A third factor is the release of Japanese life fro 
the severe thought-control and propaganda that th 
military had clamped upon the nation, and a conse 
quent intellectual and emotional freedom. This com 
bined with the sense of relief just referred to ha 
tended to bring about a widespread desire to kno 
more of the religion which they associate with Amer 
ica. There is, perhaps, a general idea that Christian 
ity is the religion of America; and when the old patri 
otic mythological Shinto faith fostered by the militar 
has been swept away by the discredit of the militar 
and, further, by the Emperor’s disavowal of his divin 
ity, the Japanese are seeking a new spiritual basis fo 
life and are seeking it all the more urgently becaus 
of the sense of insecurity that the economic situatio 
is producing. 


A Tremendous Opportunity 


Thus there is now a tremendous opportunity to la 
a new spiritual foundation for the life of the Japanes 
people. One cannot say that vast multitudes are de 
manding to be Christianized or demanding the Bible 
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out 1 their hunger i is such that, if the opportunity and 
‘he Book are made available to them, they will seize 
t with an openness of mind that jpien has never 
<nown before. 

Here, then, is Japan, having the largest literate 
pee Christian population in the world; reading one 
ranguage; in need of, and accordingly yearning for, 
hat which only the Christian faith can provide. The 
listribution of the Scriptures is to an unusual degree 
he key to this opportunity, for the proportion of 
Jhristian pastors and church members to the total 
population i 1s as yet so small, and they are so ham- 
ered by inadequate resources that, valiant though 
hey are, they cannot begin to reach the great multi- 
ude of ae whose hearts are now more than ready 
or the entrance of the Word. 


i More Scriptures Than Ever 


My visit to the Japan Bible Society in October and 
Yovember brought not only evidence of this great op- 
portunity, but also of the measures that must be taken 
60 meet it. One indication of the tremendous oppor- 
unity is found in the fact that during the last four 
ears the number of whole Bibles issued has been four 
imes, and that of whole New Testaments, five times 
prewar issues for a similar period. 

Furthermore, the prewar distribution, which was 
brincipally of single Gospels, was made only by a per- 
istent system of colportage. In the postwar period the 
Plistribution has been so far principally through book- 
tores, schools, churches, and pastors who have sold 
he Scriptures with much less effort. This in itself is 
vidence of the great interest. The center of this dis- 
ibution is the Japan Bible Society, which was nec- 
ssarily almost dormant during the war but which 
iow has undergone a successful reorganization. The 
soard of Directors consists of leading ministers and 
aymen representing a number of denominations, 
with the Rev. Mr. Imaizumi as the president. The 
Soard gives regular and thorough attention to the 
nany problems that lie before it. The staff is now led 
Rev. T. Miyakoda as General Secretary, a vigor- 
bus and competent executive who has served in a 
qumber of phases of the Japanese Christian Church 

ife. Associated with him is Mr. T. Tanaka as Vice- 
-seneral Secretary, whose service in the Bible Soci- 
’s work began in 1913. He is giving major atten- 
ion to problems of production, which is a very large 

d essential part of the work. Aeneid all of the 


the war, but they are working with energy and devo: 
tion aod learning rapidly the techniques that are re- 
Hjuired. Among the laymen who are making impor- 
ant contributions to the work is Mr. T’.. Fujikawa, 
vho is serving as an Honorary ‘Treasurer. 


or 


Taking the Bible to the People 


“While the sales through stores and schools and 
hurches. are continuing, the Japan Society is not 
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satisfied to depend upon these channels alone; for 
they know that the Scriptures must be spread far 
more widely than these channels can reach. Accord- 
ingly, they are beginning to organize not only a num- 
ber of individual colporteurs but a special type of 
colportage in each county of Japan. In each of these 
areas a colporteur-in-chief will have associated with 
him a group of volunteer workers, all under the guid- 
ance of a local committee of Christian pastors and 


Lack of storage space requires that Secretary Muiyakoda 
stack Japanese Bibles in his office 


laymen. They will endeavor thoroughly to canvass 
their territory. By these methods it is hoped to carry 
the Scriptures into thousands of villages and rural 
communities which would otherwise not be reached. 
Through all of these channels the effort will be to sell 
the Scriptures, rather than to distribute them as prop- 
aganda, of which the Japanese have come to be sus- 
picious. 

The Japan Bible Society is forward-looking and 
progressive, for they desire to supplement their pro- 
motional processes with lantern slides, motion pic- 
tures and circulars. Already a circularizing of village 
officials has been found to open the way to the com- 
ing of the colporteur. The Society will soon be need- 
ing bicycles for colporteurs and hopes some day to 
have four especially equipped motor cars in different 
areas, not only to facilitate the transportation of 
Scriptures but, by the use of loudspeakers and pro- 
jected materials, to attract many to the opportunity 
to purchase the Scriptures. 


Making the Message Simple 


A further project is the making of a simplified 
translation of one or more of the Gospels and publish- 
ing it in large quantities. Japan is one of the countries 
in which the classical style of important literature is 
somewhat difficult for the common people to under- 
stand, especially because of the traditional use of 
many Chinese ideographs, which are now going out 
of style. The production of such simplified transla- 
tions will surely carry the meaning of the Gospel 
much further into the thinking of the great masses of 
the Japanese people. 
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In addition to the great potential interest, and to 
the vigor of the Japan Bible Society, there is happily 
added the capacity of the presses in Japan to print 
all of the Scriptures that can be paid for. 


Can the Opportunity Be Met? 


The real question, therefore, as to whether this 
great opportunity shall be met is the question wheth- 
er the funds for it can be provided. The prices of the 


I Talked with General MacArthur 


I was in Tokyo for a few days early in November. 
Through arrangements made by the kindness of Pacific 
Theater Chaplain Ivan L. Bennett, I had a very interest- 
ing half hour with General Douglas MacArthur. After 
we passed the military guard and waited for three 
brigadier generals to finish a conference with him, his 
aide, Colonel Bunker, ushered us in to the general’s 
office. After greetings and as soon as we were seated, the 
general turned to me and said, “Well, Dr. North, how is 
the distribution of the Scriptures going in Japan?” As we 
have known and as the conversation revealed, General 
MacArthur has been more than interested; he has been 
deeply concerned for the widespread distribution of the 
Scriptures in Japan. I was glad to report to him that 
from the end of the war the American Bible Society and 
the Japan Bible Society, working together, had distrib- 
uted approximately 4,000,000 Scriptures in four years. 
The general immediately said that he had proposed a 
goal of ten million Scriptures in two years even though he 
knew it was impossible, and that in shipping 4,000,000 
we had done more than he really thought could be done. 
I told him that the plan was to distribute 3,000,000 in 
1950 and 5,000,000 more in 1951. He commended this 
program warmly and urged that we press on as rapidly 
as possible to a goal of 30,000,000 Scriptures. He re- 
marked that he had had reports that Scriptures were 
being read even in remote fishing villages. 

In the remainder of the conversation, which passed to 
more general considerations, it was clear that General 
MacArthur believes that Japan greatly needs a new 
spiritual foundation and that the present is the oppor- 
tunity to provide it and that the Bible is of very great 
importance in helping to lay that foundation. 


Eric M, North 


Scriptures must be kept low if the people are to buy 
them, because of the financial strain which all are 
feeling. ‘This means that the entire cost of the proces- 
ses of distribution, that is, the discounts to bookstores, 
the meeting of selling expenses of churches and pas- 
tors, and the wages and expenses of colporteurs, to- 
gether with a part of the cost of production of many 
books, must be provided by contributions. The local 
contributions to the Japan Bible Society are under 
present conditions necessarily small, and dependence 
must be placed upon the contributions made through 
the supporting foreign Bible Societies, such as the 
American and British Societies. 

The practical process at present is for the American 
Society to provide the dollars for the purchase of 
printing and binding materials in Japan, which can 
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only be secured in the needed quantity by dollar pay- 
ments. These materials are then turned over to the 
Japan Bible Society, which has the printing done and 
meets most of the cost of distribution by the returns 
from its sales. To enable the Japan Bible Society to 
produce and distribute three million Scriptures in 
1950, and five million in 1951, the American Bible 
Society will need to supply more than $150,000 in 
1950 and more than $200,000 in 1951. Surely this is 
not too much to ask of our relatively well-to-do 
American Churches when the opportunity is so great. 
These are days and weeks in which the whole Japan- 
ese nation may, in God’s providence, be brought to 
the saving knowledge of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
in which millions of human hearts may be saved from 
despair and chaos to Christian hope and peace. 


Philadelphia Does It Again 
(Continued from page 78) 


for insertion in the register, which was purposely de- 
signed for loose-leaf insertion. 
Then the WCAU Broadcasting Company and the 
Air-Tone Sound and Recording Company climbe 
onto the bandwagon. WCAU offered to present t 
their millions of listeners by transcription the entire 
Reading for each day, without charge for time or 
technical services. The recording company’s charg 
was nominal. The spot assigned could hardly hav 
been better. It was at 11:00 p.m., when almost eve 
Philadelphian who had not retired and who has 
radio was listening. The spot lies between two 0 
Philadelphia’s most popular local programs, th 
WCAU eleven o’clock news roundup, and Power. 
Gourand, veteran commentator known for ove 
twenty years for his ““Old Night Owl’ broadcast. 
But the Scripture reading had plenty of listenin 
pull of its own. The first selection, the Twenty-thir 
Psalm, was read on Thanksgiving evening by Sara 
Churchill, actress, and the other selections by th 
following persons, prominent in the city’s life o 
representing civic and educational groups, member 
of the leading professions and personalities from thi 
world of sports. The readers in succession were th 
following: 
SARAH CHURCHILL, actress 
ARTHUR C. KAUFFMAN, president, Gimbel Brothers 
Honorasce Hersert E. Mitten, judge of Orphans’ Cou 
Harovp E. Srassen, president, University of Pennsylvani 
Lewis M. STEvENs, secretary, City Charter Commissio 
Warp WHEELOCK, president, Ward-Wheelock Advertisin 
Company 
RicHArD SmitTH, Eagle Scout 
James Buckey, chairman Board, Philco Corporation 
RussELL BAvuERs, vice president, Corn Exchange Nation 
Bank 


Joun S. Yeo, general manager, Bank Vault Inspectio 
Company 


FRANK E. Baker, broker 
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a: : : 
EPH H. Carpenter, supervising principal, Warren G. 
darding Junior High School 
BERT NessiT, John J. Nesbit Company . 
SHARDSON DiLwortTH, treasurer elect of Philadelphia 
‘BERT L. Jounson, president, Temple University 
.RRY L. JENKins, attorney 
orGE B. BeiTzE, president, Pennsylvania Salt Company 
.. Harry Hopcss, president, Pennsylvania Bible Society 
‘LLIAM FULTON Kurtz, president, Pennsylvania Company 
ISSELL S. CALLOW, rowing coach, University of Penn- 
sylvania 
,ROLD W. BrRIGHTMAN, president, Lit Brothers 
t& Honorasie Nocuem S. WinnetT, judge, Municipal 
Sourt 
sRBERT E. Lyon, center, University of Pennsylvania 
oasketball team 
Epcar B. Care, Executive Secretary, Philadelphia 
Charter Commission 
‘HARD Bonn, vice president, John Wanamaker Store 
.. Watter F. Jerrick, physician 
:. Mitton Fraser PErcIvAL, radiologist, Methodist 
Hospital 
BERT G. DuNLOopP, president, Sun Oil Company 
4ARLES Howmgs, registrar, Upper Darby High School 
ruce R. ALLEN, superintendent, Western Union Tele- 


raph Company 


~ 


(ews, 


peg Pee 


-om a Diary of Migrant Workers 


Mr. and Mrs. Soren L. King, working under the 
grant Program of the Home Missions Council in 
ima Valley, Washington write: 


In several instances a sudden gathering of children 
ound the car, when they recognized the workers, fur- 
d all the setting needed for stories and for explana- 
of the meaning of the Bible and appreciation of it as 
ad’s Word. Then the pleadings began: “Please, may I 

ye a Bible for my mamma? Ours was lost in the flood 
year and we don’t have any.” “Ours was burned up in 
fire when we lost everything.” “Please, I want one for 


Tew Testaments. 

In a large Mexican camp, one day the callers had not 
lanned to make complete rounds on one necessarily short 
, but as the car drove through, the children recognized 
sem and came running, shouting as they waved their 
ands. They must not be disappointed, and the callers had 
‘stop. ‘‘Please, may I have a Bible for mamma?” When 
sked if they were sure their mamma wanted a Spanish 
ible or New Testament, several ran home and had 
amma come to the door and wave her approval to the 
sallers. There were dozens of children gathered and plead- 
ng for the Spanish New Testaments for either their fami- 
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Henry F. SHipHerD, educational director, CIO. 
Marian ANDERSON, renowned Negro concert singer 

But the signing of the register and the listening on 
the air were not the end of the matter. The little 
bookmark Reading lists became in great demand. 
The newspapers cooperated generously. ‘The depart- 
ment stores placed the lists on the tables of their book 
departments. The list was reprinted in the weekly bul- 
letin of the Philadelphia Rotary Club together with 
a word urging the members to read the passages. Each 
day at noon and again each evening the passage for 
the day was read in the chapel of the Central “Y.” 

In WCAU’s broadcast the offer was made to send 
one of the Reading lists to any listener who would 
write the station. They expected a dozen requests a 
day, no more. Two hundred were received the first 
two days. The station management said that such a 
response was without precedent in the history of their 
work. 

Philadelphia has done it again. And now people 
are asking, why not do this Reading by some plan of 
simultaneous network broadcasting from coast to 
coast? Another Thanksgiving Day is coming. Who 
knows? 


In These United States 


lies or for themselves. They were a genuinely happy group 
as they received the Holy Scriptures and understood the 
sacredness of their little books, which were gifts from the 
American Bible Society. 

It took nearly an hour of unplanned time, but it was an 
experience always to be remembered by the callers; for it 
was so evident that here, in dozens of families, was a great 
need which had been met; and the extent of the influence 
of this contact will never be known. 


From a Veterans’ Hospital 


A chaplain writes from a veterans’ hospital in 
Texas to Secretary Cropp in gratitude for a shipment 
of French and German Testaments sent by the 
Society: 


The French Testaments will be used immediately, and 
some are already serving triumphantly. There is now in the 
hospital a lad of twenty-one years. He was in his freshman 
year in college. There was an automobile accident. His 
companion was killed instantly. The lad was brought to us 
unconscious. He will live, but the moral struggle is more 
severe than the physical. 

He wants to study French during the long period of 
mending. He is in a cast. I am his teacher. The French 
Testament will be a text, for he can use it in “parallel” 
with the English. 

And recently we had a young man who aspires to the 
Ph.D. degree in archaeology. He had to learn German. I 
was his teacher, too. I assigned translations from Heine’s 
poems. In the future this student will be assigned readings 
from the New Testament in German. 
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The Budget Says “Ves” ® 


BY FREDERICK W. 


LANNING the budget of the American Bible Society 


P; is like mountain-climbing. The challenge of peak 


after peak, the fear of too rapid descent, the view 


of magnificent slopes and plateaus—all these seem 
to give strength to the climbers. 
For years the ascent had been gradual; from 


$490.500 in 1934 the budgeted income rose year by 
vear to $577.000 in 1940. Then came the war and a 
new awareness of the Scripture needs of the world 
on the part of American Christians—from $589,600 
budgeted in 1941 to $962,000 in” ae $1,165,000 in 
1946. $1,266,400 in 1947, $1,376,496 in 1948 and 
$1,808,500 in 1949. 

Would the turning of the mid-century find the 
heights or leveling off on a 
yawning 


Society rising to new 
broad plateau, or even tumbling into a 
abyss of deficit and failure? 

Facing the facts, the Advisory Council, the Board 
of Managers and the Officers made momentous de- 
cisions—decisions involving the Scripture-hungry 
multitudes and those who are well able to help meet 
that hunger. 

One by one the people of the earth seemed to be 
coming, country by country, group by group and per- 
son by person. In scores of the languages of the 
world they said, “Give us Bibles!’ 

Will the blind get more Bibles in 1950? Yes, say 
the figures; the blind will get more Scriptures, for 
$35,000 have been allotted to the blind for the com- 
ing year as against $30,000 in 1949. 

Will service men and veterans in hospitals receive 
the Word which they and their chaplains continue to 
request? Yes, says the budget; instead of $27,000, 
$40,000 will be spent in 1950. This is glad news indeed. 

And what about the rest of America? Please note 
the increase here; in the budget for 1950 you will 
observe that $399,222 will be spent to help make 
America become the land of the Book. This is over 
$45,000 more than was expended in 1949. This will 
be good news indeed to migrants, foreign-language 
groups, the remote rural people, American Indians, 
and many others to whom the Bible will not be taken 
unless it is sent by this budget. 

But if this is good news, what of the lands beyond 
our borders? Record readers may remember that last 
year the increase in the work abroad was nearly 
$350,000 above the year 1948 (Bible Society Record, 

In this 1950 budget the up- 


February 1949, p. 26). 

ward course continues. A total of $746,114 is provid- 

ed for distribution abroad under the regular budget 
What does this mean? It means that in Brazil the 

highest distribution in the Society’s 

to result this year. . 
It means that in the Philippines those who have 
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history ought 
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The budget is adopted. Left to right: Secretary Mann; 
C. E. Leavers, chairman of the Budget Committee of the 


Board of Managers; W. E. Harrison, presiding before 
the Advisory Council 


been calling for Scriptures incessantly in this 
nation will have more hope of receiving them. 

It means that in the regular budget for Jap: 
total of $50,000 is available, a larger amount 
the regular processes of the Society were ever 
mitted to allocate to this land. 

In China this increase provides for $105,000, 
Korea $10,000, in Bible Lands of the Near 

18,600, in South Africa $30,000, and so on aro 
the world. 

The budget for 1950 also undergirds the essen 
task of translation into new languages; $66,865 h 
been allocated to the new translations and the 
Visions which we shall be reading about in fu 


AY thoes who plan and review and pass upon 
American Bible Society budget looked at the wor 
be done and surveyed the sources of income, 
saw clearly before them new heights of service. 
addition to the work of translation and publica 
and distribution, they saw the continuing need 
encouraging the use of the Bible; they provided 
the literature which the Society supplies, includ 
this magazine. They appraised the administra 
and the fund-raising processes of the Society. 

Then the decision was made. Remembering 
peak income and rising expenditures of the past, 
with faith in the consecrated giving of infor 
American Christians, they set the regular budge 
the Society for 1950 at the figure of $1, 998,500. 
is an increase over the regular budget of 1949 
$160,000. It does not represent an increase over 
total budget of 1949, however, for there was adde 
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1950 in Budget Figures 


INCOME 
Receipts Budget Budget 
y 1948 1949 1950 
rem Churches.............. $514,052 $498,500 $539,000 
rom Individuals. 595,714 775,000 716,500 
“rom Trust Funds, 
Annuities & Legacies....... 485,518 511,000 534,000 
rom Other Sources.......... 34,915 24,000 24,000 
Srom Work for the Blind...... 21,287 30,000 35,000 
Supplementary Pande. <i 93,353 223,400 150,000 
I $1,744,839 $2,061,900 $1,998,500 
rom Returns from Sales U.S.A. 553,278 448,000 500,000 
Total Income, All Sources.... $2,298,117 $2,509,900 $2,498,500 
f EXPENDITURE 
* Expended Budget Budget 
- 1948 1949 1950 
‘For Distribution U.S.A........ $292,976 $353,625 $399,222 
‘or Distribution Abroad... ... 399,522 643,293 746,114 
‘for Translation and Plates... . 28,770 62,310 66,856 
"For Bible Society Record and 
other Publicity, Visual Aids 
| d Promotion of Use....... 215,630 275,266 268,631 
cor Bromo of Income...... 211,250 322,565 329,236 
- Administration, etc........ 167,087 181,441 188,441 
Total eee $1,315,235 $1,838,500 $1,998,500 
3 Supplementary Budget. . 223,400 
or Cost of Books Sold U.S.A.. 553,278 448,000 500,000 
Grand Total _ EES .. $1,868,513 $2,509,900 $2,498,500 
; 
: 


The Emergency Program, 1950 


Nore: The Emergency Program has been carefully studied and is 
resented herewith in budgetary form. The listings are for work now in 
orogress or foreseen. It is fervently hoped that the churches and in- 
ividuals will match the program with the necessary funds. 
.. Scriptures published but not yet paid for... . 

New Editions of Scriptures to be published in U.S.A. 


$215,117 


VR. cues nis swncesen 154,100 
Cellulose, Paper, Binding Matcdak, Machinery, etc. 

1. Germany Eastern Zone.............. Seer 162,530 
2. Germany Western Zone............... 61,924 
oo ESS ae 10,000 
4. Japan—456 Tons of paper, etc....... 138,220 
SER Be Ee ais ee ene 3 8 ¥. 2,550 
6. Eastern Bloc countries (Hungary, Bulzaria, ete. ) : 10,000 
$385,224 

Safeguarding & Reinforcement of Publication Facil- 
oT OSES: oe RR SP ee eee 200,000 
Total World Emergency ica 5. a ee $954,441 
Deduct Estimated Cash Balance Oct. 1, 1949..... 156,027 
Net World Emergency Needs, 1950.............. $798,414 


lementary amount of $223,400 to provide for 
-recurring items of expenditure in 1949. 

Nor are all the Emergency needs covered by the 
ounting figures. 

For example, the $45, 000 provided for Europe in 
is regular budget do not begin to answer the needs 


“those nations yet unable to produce their own 
riptures. In the Eastern Zone of Germany paper 
binding materials to the amount of $143,730 
ave been requested. In the Western Zone of Ger- 
vany $51,365 worth of cellulose and binding mater- 
ls is needed. For Hungary, Bulgaria and other 
sastern Bloc countries at least $10,000 are needed. 

And what of the real Scripture needs of Japan? 
‘ow that the machinery is available for printing, 
nere is a shortage of materials, and no paper; $138,- 
20 will be needed to make this strategic supply. A 
imilar situation prevails in China. 

Then in America, foreign-language books must 
fill be printed and shipped abroad. About $370,000 


re needed for this important supply. 
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To safeguard continuous production facilities 
abroad in Africa, India, Latin America and in the 
Philippines, another $200,000 are needed. 

All this clearly points to the necessity for con- 
tinuing the World Emergency Fund. A total of 
$798,414.11 could be spent if it were available. 

And that is true of the whole budget. To make 
these funds available is the task of the Officers and 
the opportunity of churches and individuals. 

How can Record readers aid? 

If every Record reader would do three things, the 
way would be easier and the Word would be provided: 

1. Make sure that your church makes an adequate 
contribution to the American Bible Society in 1950. 
Every church in America ought to support the 
Society regularly. 

2. Share your Record with at least one other person 
and then enlist him as a contributing member of 
the Society. Leaflets describing membership are 
available on request. 

3. Prayerfully consider whether, in the light of 
the world’s needs, your own gift is sufficient to 
give you an adequate sense of sharing in this im- 
portant ministry. 

As we look at the upward-climbing budget of the 
American Bible Society, remember that myriads of 
others are looking upward too. 

To them these statistical heights are symbols of 
new hope. 

To us they represent an opportunity for Christian 
stewardship unparalleled in our time. 

As the twentieth century turns on its midyear axis 
of 1950, what is our answer? 


A Living Memorial 


The American Bible Society frequently receives gifts of 
one hundred dollars or more from friends, with the request 
that the same be recorded as a memorial to a departed 
relative or friend, On the recent occasion of the passing of 
one of America’s honored statesmen, the family requested 
that friends who wished to do so express their feelings of 
grief with gifts to a specified permanent institution for the 
improvement of humanity. A great metropolitan daily 
commented on this request editorially, saying in part: 

There are many forms of memorials. Every friend will wish 
to consult his own feelings. Custom has stressed flowers. 
But it seems a fine and imaginative thought that a gift in 
lasting aid of a great institution should be added to the list 
of possible tributes. 

Many have acted on this idea, following the loss of those 
whom they loved, and we think it is an inspiration for others 
to follow. A memorial in the form of implementing work that 
will live and grow at a time when one is stirred by the impact 
of grief can be creative of new life. 


We believe there can be no more fitting memorial to a 
departed soul than the Word of God placed in the hands 
of men and women many of whom either never heard of 
the Bible, never had one of their own or never could own 
one. A gift to the Society made as a Memorial Member- 
ship to aid in the distribution of God’s Word will be a 
lasting tribute. In the words of the Master: ‘““Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” 


A Letter from Greece 


a 3 saa ael 
é polttical prisoner in Greece 


reece writes to the Maryland Bible Society in behalf of his children 


BY EDGAR GC. POWERS 


Greetings from Greece! My name is George A. Spano. 
Iam an American citizen, being from my childhood years 
reared in the “land of the noble free,” where I studied and 
acquired a devotion to its spirit of righteousness and free- 
dom. I have always been a member of the Y.M.C.A. I 
served in the U.S. Army in the War of 1914-1918 with my 
older brother, who succumbed at the Veterans’ Hospital 
at Oteen, N.C., of war disabilities. 

As thousands and thousands in Greece, now I, too, have 
been condemned by the royalists to life imprisonment and 
my property has been confiscated, all for political reasons. 


A Greek General Reports 

Late in the summer just passed, the Society re- 
ceived a letter from Major General D. Karachristos 
of the Greek army acknowledging the receipt of one 
of the shipments of the 200,000 New Testaments 
presented to the officers and men of the Greek army. 
After describing exactly how the distribution was 
effected, the general added: 

Instructions have been given to the agents of the 
religious service, who personally make the distributions 
to the officers and soldiers, to accompany them by ser- 
mons on the value and the benefits to be derived from the 
reading of the Bible. 

We inform you with pleasure that the New Testament 
has been received very earnestly and is being read by the 
heroic fighters for our fatherland (I Cor. 3:5-10). 

May God, and the Father of Peace, reign on the hearts 
and spirits of all the people of the earth, and His holy 
will prevail. 


My wife is here with me but my two children, Mary and 
John, are with Mrs. E. O. Barret in the little town of 
Flintstone, about twenty miles from Cumberland, Mary- 
land. Being far from them I feel that they need the teach- 
ings of the Bible, and I am wondering if you could mail 
to each of them a copy of the Holy Scriptures. I am sure 
that, with this bright, ever-burning torch in their hands 
as their guide, they, too, will be willing to carry on the 
gentle burden of bringing the light of truth to all mankind, 
doing their share, defying all dangers. 

I like to believe that you will be willing to give my 
children this privilege to become good Christians, and can 
send them each a Bible, for which please accept by sincer- 
est thanks for anything you might do for these young 
children of mine.” 

The Society responded immediately, and in due 
time received this acknowledgment from Mary and 
John Spano: 

We are writing this letter to thank you for the beautiful 
Bibles you sent us. They are lovely, and we both enjoy 
reading them. We both like this country very much and 
hope to have our parents come back to make our home 
together here. Once again we thank you for the Bibles. 

In reply, I wrote them: 

My dear young friends: We have received your good 
letter bearing to us your thanks and appreciation for the 
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Bibles we sent you sometime ago. The Maryland Bi 
Society takes great pleasure in doing just such things 

interested young people. We shall follow this gift with ¢ 
prayers and the earnest wish that you will both search 
Scriptures; for there, indeed, lies the way of eternal life. 


I then suggested a dozen special chapters of t 
Bible with which they might begin their reading, a 
concluded: 

There are many, many more interesting and bea 
things that I would like to tell you, if we could sit do 
together and talk about the Greatest of All Books; b 
am sure these suggestions will help you to find some of 
most worth-while things in the Holy Bible. 

I sent a copy of this letter to the children’s mo 
in Greece, with the hope that it might be a so 
comfort and encouragement to her in exile. ~ 

It is our hope that contact may be maintained 
Mary and John Spano until a more settled inte: 
condition in Greece will result in the release of t 
father from prison and the reestablishment of 
Greek-Christian home on the unshakable founda 
of the Scriptures. 


This picture was taken aboard the Greek steamship 
Chryssi, which docked at Port Everglades, Florida early 


in the summer of 1949. The three young women are 
Christian workers from the Hollywood (Florida) Baptist 
Church who do evangelistic work among the crews of the 
vessels in nearby ports. The second man from the left is 
Francisco Fernandez, who after years of heart-searching, 
following the loss of his mother and an accident in his 
work as a hospital anesthetist, found Christ through the 
labors of these young women who supplied them with 
Spanish Scriptures. Fernandez joined the workers later, 
when he was in port, in their evangelistic work 

other crews, including the Greek crew of the Chryssi, 
whose cook took this picture. At these workers’ request 
the American Bible Society supplied Gospels of John and 
New Testaments in modern Greek for members of the 
Chryssi’s crew. Thus in a thousand unsuspected places, 
all over the world, faithful toilers for the Saviour of men 
are sowing the good seed of the Gospel. 
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JEMBERS? FORUM 


snnual Membership in the Society is secured through 

gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 

ne Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 

irectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 

Il be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
dence from members and devote this page in each 

ue to that purpose.] 
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4 Elizabethville, Pennsylvania: 
_ As an Annual Member of the American Bible So- 
I would like to put in a request for sixty World- 
ride Bible Reading bookmarks, Thanksgiving to 
istmas. 
As president of the Service Sisters’ Sunday School 
lass here in Elizabethville, I would like to present 
sch member with one. Starting March 12 of this 
ear I had persuaded twenty of the members to start 
ling the New Testament by reading one chapter 
day, and wish to use the American Bible Society’s 
ksgiving-to-Christmas readings to end up my 
re as president of the class; my aim being to make 


Treceived with great joy the Book of St. John. 
Iwas so sad I had to stay in the hospital on Easter, 
ad when I received the book I was happy. 

My name is Eleanore. I am nine years old. 


rom Sarasota, Florida: 


After reading through the October issue of your 
ublication we feel led to send you the enclosed 


‘hee 


enclosed find check for Testaments or Bibles for 
apan. I sent a check recently for that amount but 
ifte reading a late Record I couldn’t help sending 
nother one. The need is so great, and I wish I had 
more to send, which I haven’t at present. I know 
ther countries have needs, too, but someway my 
ueart goes out to Japan most. 

I feel, and have for a long time, that if we had sent 
Bibles and missionaries twenty-five or more years 


oF the late war with Japan would never have oc- 


red; so I feel that now we owe Japan a great deal. 


‘om West Los Angeles, California: 
is is my gift for Bibles for Japan, and I wish to 


tend my sincerest congratulations to General Mac- 
thur for the fine work he has done for the Japanese 


From Wyandotte, Michigan: 


I feel that it might be of some encouragement to 
you if I told you a little about Mrs. Bromley, who 
faithfully sends you of her allowance. 

Mrs. Bromley is a widow, seventy-five years of age, 
and has been a patient of this home for over three 
years. She is so crippled with arthritis that she has no 
control of her legs, cannot move her fingers and has 
but little use of her armis. For these three years she 
hasn’t been able to raise her hands to her face nor 
move a muscle in her legs, yet she is always so cheery 
and happy; and every day she has a testimony for 
her Lord. 

The writer recently returned from the Winona 
Lake Bible Conference and brought several books 
home, and Mrs. Bromley so enjoyed these books and 
their messages that she felt she would like to do some- 
thing extra this month. [The accompanying gift was 
for ten dollars.—Ed. | 

Mrs. Bromley has an income of $10 per month, so 
you see how faithful she is and how interested she is 
in getting out the Word. 

From New York City: 


Enclosed find a Postal Note for $2.60. It is my 
tithe, given to help spread the Gospel. I want it, as 
well as my other recent contribution, to go for Bibles 
for Japan. . . . 1am out of work but continue to tithe 
just the same, as if nothing happened. I lost my job 
last February and began to live off of New York 
State unemployment insurance immediately after I 
became idle. While my income is not as much as it 
was while I was working, yet I believe in giving to 
God ten percent of my gross, not of my net income, 
and I receive $26 a week from the State, which will 
quit coming the end of this month. . . . Being sixty- 
one years of age and lame, a man like me just can’t 
get a job in a hurry, but I have faith in God and 
believe [ll not fall on relief. 

From Greenfield, Illinois, with a gift for $75: 

It was so very nice to hear from you for I hadn’t 
your address and I’d been often thinking of you and 
wanting to renew my donation these last two weeks. 
God has prospered me abundantly both financially, 
spiritually, and with other intangibles such as health, 
loving companionship, grandchildren, etc., and ’'m 
happy to even add a little this year to my love gift to 
further God’s message to others. May He greatly 
multiply the gift and bless every one of you. Praise 
His Name! 

From Titonka, Iowa: 

Enclosed you find a check of twenty-five dollars. 
Use it where it is most needed. We have had a very 
busy summer here. I have had on my mind all sum- 
mer to send you a check but I didn’t get around to it. 
But of late it has been on my mind so much. People 
must have the Word of God first in order to bring 
them to Him. And I encourage you for your great 
work, and may God bless you. 
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Daily Bible Readings 


FEBRUARY 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 

1 Malachi 3 15 II Kings 231-15 

2 Malachi 4 16 II Kings 4:8-37 

3 Isaiah 51:1-16 17 IL \Sings 5:1-19 

4 Isaiah 52 18 II Kings 6:8-23 

5 Sunday, Matthew 19 Sunday, Isaiah 

20:1-6 1:10-20 

6 Matthew 20:17-34 20 Matthew 4 

7 Daniel 371-18 21 Matthew 6:1-15 

8 Daniel 3:19-30 22 Ash Wednesday, 

9 Daniel 6:1-17 Matthew 6:16-34 
10 Daniel 6:18-28 23 Joel 2:1-18 
11 I Kings 17 24 Matthew 7:1-14 
12 Sunday, I Kings 25 Matthew 715-29 

18:17-46 26 Sunday, Isaiah 6 

13 I Kings 19:1-18 27 Isaiah 9:1-10 

14 I Kings 21 28 Isaiah ie A =9. 
x x 


Worldwide Bible Reading in 
Retrospect 


Personal Bible reading is definitely on 
the increase if the large number of re- 
guests for the Bible Society’s bookmark 


Sorting the millions of pieces of literature in Worldwide Bible 
Reading mailings 
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containing the list of daily readings used 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas just 
passed is any evidence. For the sixth 
annual Worldwide Bible Reading pro- 
gram the Society distributed nearly 
14,000,000 copies of the bookmark. 

Thousands of pastors requested the 
Reading list, prompted undoubtedly as 
was the minister who wrote: “It is my 
earnest desire to engage every member 
of my church in the daily perusal of the 
Scriptures. The readings are exceedingly 
well adapted to the need”; or as another 
wrote, “I am glad to report that so many 
are reading their Bibles in our church 
that the slips you sent out are all gone. 
May I have more?” 

Never did the Bible Society do such ex- 
tensive work among the schools, both pri- 
vate and public. Teachers asked for hun- 
dreds of bookmarks, and the attractive 
poster was exhibited in many school- 
rooms. The experience of one child high- 
lights what such a program can ac- 
complish. ‘‘In school they gave me one of 
your bookmarks,” read a letter neatly 
written in pencil on bright pink paper. 
“J am twelve years old, and after I read 
your bookmark I want a list of the Daily 
Bible Readings for 1950. I want to thank 
you for all you have done. Your book- 
mark has helped me out a lot. Thank you 
for going to all the trouble to send me 
these things. I sincerely hope that many 
other men and women and children will 
find help from your organization.” 

The poster was also mounted on bul- 
letin boards in many school and public 
libraries. 

Bookmarks in a size that fitted con- 
veniently in a business envelope were 
distributed by commercial organizations. 
Many individuals asked for copies of the 
bookmark to send with greeting cards. 

A planned list of readings is of particu- 
lar benefit to many. “Your list of read- 
ings was such a help to me 
that I ask that you send 
me a batch of readings 
for 1950 so I may dis- 
tribute them among my 
friends,’ commented a lady 
from New Jersey. “Your 
choice is excellent,’ wrote 
another. “Every reading 
seemed to hold a special 
meaning and many were 
those I have searched for at 
various times. Being a new 
Christian I really need 
these helps”; or “I have 
always read my Bible but 
had no system. These se- 
lected readings have a 
power for good and should 
do more good in the world 
than can be estimated.” 


One of the Society’s Secretaries int 
Middle West devised a unique meth 
of distribution. He had prepared attr 
tive paper boxes with the picture of 
poster on the outside. In the empi 
container he placed a good supply 
bookmarks. Four thousand of these bo: 
were printed. They were distributed 
women’s groups and other organizatio 
in stores, offices and other buildings. 
supply of bookmarks was thus made a 
able to many who perhaps do not go 
church. A packet prepared especially fi 
schools was distributed by another Secr 
tary. Elsewhere in this issue of 
Record is the story of what was do 
in Philadelphia. More chaplains th: 
ever before wrote for the readings, whi 
were distributed to men in the servi 
and veterans’ hospitals. 
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December Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Manag 
of the American Bible Society in its 0 
hundred and thirty-fourth year was hi 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Aven 
New York 22, on Thursday, December 
1949, at 3:30 p.m., President D 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conduct 
by Secretary James V. Claypool. 

The Budget for 1950 was approv 
(See Page 27). 

The Report of the Findings Commit 
of the Advisory Council was present 
(See Page 20). 

Secretary North gave a very enlight 
ing report on his visit to Japan in Oc 
ber, bringing greetings from the Ja 
Bible Society. (See Page 22). 

A distribution of 3,269,590 volumes 
the Scriptures in the United States duri 
the first nine months of the year vy 
reported. 

A diglot edition of I Corinthians 
Navaho and English was presented. 


How to get your RECORD 
without fail! 


According to a recent Post Office 
ruling, our subscribers are asked to 


inform promptly both their post- 
master and the Brste Society Rec- 
ORD at 450 Park Avenue, New York 
22, N.Y., of any change of address. 
This will not only facilitate the 
prompt delivery of their paper but 
will avoid considerable expense. 
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I Lent Him My Bible 


R. JosEpH Novotny, regional representative for 
the Council of Relief Agencies Licensed for 
peration in Germany (CRALOG), and stationed 
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Wiesbaden, writes requesting Czech Bibles. As 
dence of the need he relates this incident: ““Two 
ys ago two members of the Czechoslovak Parlia- 
‘nt in Prague came to my office. They are both 
ttherans. One is the father of a boy who is very 
nously sick and in the hospital. With tears in his 
es he asked me to loan him my own Czech Bible, 
aut he might copy in longhand the Book of Psalms. 
> and his colleague had escaped from Czechoslo- 
ia for political reasons and in his flight he could 
xe with him only his New Testament, but his son 
sists that for his own spiritual comfort he wants the 
ralms. So I lent this leading Czech parliamentarian- 
exile my Bible, that he might copy out of it the 
alms, which you will remember is the longest Book 
the Bible. This is an illustration of the spiritual 
mger that is so widely evidenced here—a hunger 
at is often greater than its physical counterpart.” 
When Dr. Novotny’s request for Czech Bibles was 
“warded to Geneva, Switzerland, there went with 
gift of $5 made by a worker in the Bible House. 


The Bible both in English and in the native dia- 
lects is increasingly popular in the Philippines. The 
accompanying picture shows Rev. Eusebio Que- 
bral, the Bible Society’s representative, exhibiting 
Bibles in front of a church building where he was 
attending a conference. 

Although many volumes are sold on such occa- 
sions, the chief value of the exhibit is to let the 
people know that the books are available. People 
attending church conferences in the Philippines 
carry very little extra cash. Usually, after each 
conference where the books are shown come many 
orders by mail from those who attended. 


IBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Private Donald L. Shaw is with our Occupation Forces in 
Korea. In response to his request for Scriptures for the 
Korean people, the faculty and students of Maria College, 
Maria, Indiana last summer contributed $99.46, with which 
the Society furnished two hundred Korean New Testaments. 
At Private Shaw’s request they were supplied to the Pusan 
Provincial Leper Colony. The picture above shows the new 
camp site for this colony. The tents were provided by the 
American Forces to house the lepers until more permanent 
housing can be provided, which will consist of wooden 
barracks built of timber now standing in the camp site, to be 
cut and fabricated by the members of the colony. The pic- 
ture below shows Mr. Chang Soo Yoo, the moving spirit in 
establishing this colony as a home for a large group of beggar 
lepers who were unable to get into the larger leper colony. 

With Mr. Chang 
are two “clean” 
children of lep- 
ers. He is now 
trying to estab- 
lish an orphan- 
age for such chil- 
dren near the 
colony so that 
the parents may 
see them occa- 
sionally. In the 
picture the chil- 
dren are holding 
two. of the gift 
Testaments 
whose influence 
in their unfold- 
ing lives may 
prove  incalcu- 
lable. 


American Bible Society Directory 


(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann, R. T. 
Taylor; Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Sec- 
retary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool; Secretary for Translations, BE. A. 
Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss 
S. R. Barrett; Assistant Secretary, Foreign Department, P. A. Collyer. 

Heapouarrers: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 9-4300. 

District Orrices: in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New 
York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; 
Central Nat’] Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 519 
Main St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 1914 Main St., 
Dallas 1, Texas; 1445Glenarm, Denver 2, Colo. ; 224 McAllister St.,San Francisco 2, Cal. 

Division Orrices or THE Haven Memortan Acency FoR CoLorep Prope: 56 
Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Richmond 20, 
Va.; 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Texas. 

Fieip Orrices: 1506 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 401 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, 
Ohio; 226 Seventh Ave., North Nashville, Tenn.; 1736S. 12th St., M issoula, Montana; 
325 Ramona St., Pasadena 1, Cal.; 815 Kales Bldg., Detroit, Mich,; 609 Baptist Bldg., 
310 North Ervay St., Dallas 1, Texas; 515 Pickwick Bldg., 9th & McGee Sts., Kansas 
City 6, Mo.; 1435 G Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York; Atlanta; 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago; Dallas; and San Francisco. 

Forricn Acencres located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristdébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istan- 
bul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.L.; Bangkck, Siam; Shanghai, China; Tokyo, 
Japan. \ 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn. 


you could talk to just a few 
of the many satisfied men 
and women who hold American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreements... 


if you could see what it means to receive 
a regular, generous, guaranteed lifetime 
income, with no financial worries, no in- 
vestment expenses attached .. . 


YOU, TOO, would plan to enjoy the same 
comfort and protection in your old age— 
the same deep satisfaction of sharing in the 
American Bible Society's single-minded, 
never-changing, 133-year-old work of mak- 
ing the Bible available to all the peoples 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


let BSR 2, A Gift That Lives. 


Name....... 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 
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Please send me without obligation, postage prepaid, the illustrated book- 
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of the world in all their many languages. 


YOU, T00, would invest in American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements, which 
provide generously for your own future 
financial security and at the same time 
help finance the Society’s great Christian 
Mission. 


LEARN MORE about this Annuity Plan, 

how it can be arranged to suit your own 

SY circumstances and needs, start- 
Fo, 

iw ing with as little as $100 and 
= La how it entitles you to cer- 


eee tain tax exemptions. Write 


today for the important FREE booklet, 
“A Gift That Lives.” 


AN 
INCOME 


ASSURED 
fy 


| 
| 


Yn 

~ 

sb) 

of 

oO 
<conees 


